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DE.PAdcf0ir CP THE ARIMY
HEADQUARrZ&,, 5TH ?A1'TiLACN (A'1)(SP), 2D ATI(LL.-'KY

APO 3ar ]"Iaricisco 9626

AVFB-FAG-C I May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report v. tIe 5th Battalion (AW)(J•), 2d Artillery
for the Period Endlrg .'C, April 1970, RCS CJSFO.-65 (R2) (U)

SEE DISTRiWl ION

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities

a. Adrinist rat ion/Personnel:

(1) During the reporting period replacements were received in suffi-
cient numbers to fulfill operational requirements. However, during the
first week of April the enlisted strength dropped to 85% of the autho-
rized figure. During the second week of April the strength dropped to 32-%
At this point consideration was given to administratively deadlininc a
small number of combat vehicles. However, sufficient replacements viere
received during the following week to bring the battalion strength up to
,Q'4of its authorized figure. The rmajority of these replacements carried
infantry and field artillery MW 's, and required intensified Air Defense
training at Battalion Headquarters prior to assignment to the Batteries.

(2) During the reporting period the following-awards were presented
to assigned and attached personnel:

A4aJUDS _________-,

Silver Star I

6oldier's Medal I

Bronze Star (Valor) 10

Bronze Star (Meritorious Service and Achievement) 40

Air Medal 12

Army Co mmendation Medal (Valor) 29

Army Commendation Medal (Meritorious Service and Achievement) 92

Purple Heart 4
FoR or uT" T
70a033 U 3, m A ir lI
Inclosure CONFIDENTIAL NCLAý M1



CONFIDENTIAL

AV Pf4'FT-4A• 1 Fay 1970,
-,t•J'i.Cr: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (AW)(6P), 2d Artillery

for the Period Ending 30 April. 1970, RaS CSFOJ-65 (H2) (U)

(3', The battalion headouarters was engaged in normal operations
Aurine' the reporting period with emphasis placed on strengthening the
pw, rimeter defense of the headquarters compound. Or particular importance
was the installation of a saylvyed searchlight in a tower on the south-
eastern portion of the perimeter. This searchlight provides the compound
with a rapid, dependable, illumination capability.

(4) There was one administrat ive move of a battery head-nuarters

taring the reporting period. (&ee b(2, below'.

kv, 71ttalion Personnel statistics as of 3C April 1Q7C:

(a) Current Strength:

AUTHull.ýD• .S 3-.

OFF 40 M OFF .'O J"11

;th 5n " 2d *rtv .37 Z ''53 4C 3 520
-- 1 (Z51r) 29th Arty 8 0 142 7 C 137

":"D (n 71st, rty3 2 C 147
47 2 93ý 5C 3 7901

kh) Cains and Louses V February 1970 - 30 April 1970:

GAIN3

5th Fn (AWX,3F) 2d,Arty 270 96,
Z-.ry I (MLT) 29th Arty 32 33
.try D (HQ) 71st Arty 53 42

k C. Castualties I February 1970 - 30 April 1970:

Died of -tattle Wounds C'
:.illed.in Action 0
W.,7-ued in Action S
Missing in Action 0
:.on-.attle Deaths 2

INCL 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVOS-FAG-C I May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (AWJ)(SF), 2d Artillery

for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(d) R & R Experienrs:

LOCATION FFB MAR APR

Aust ral ia 20 21 13Bangkok 8 6 11
Hawaii 8 18 14
'Inne Kong 3 0 3
Manila 5 2 4
Singapore 3 0 C
Taipei 0 2 3
Tokyo 1 3 6
In-Country La _I*

71 60*Program terminated 15 April 1970.

(6) Current organizational structure of the 5th Battalion (A1)(.,

2d Artillery and attached units is at Inclosure 3.

b. Operations:

(I) General: The reporting period was characterized by a significant
increase in the number of positions occupied by automatic weapons and search-
lights. Deployment to remote areas was more common during this reporting
period than at any similar period of time within the preceding year. Both
of these facts are indicative of the relatively fluid nature of operations
throughout Ill Corps.Tactical Zone during the past three months. In par-
ticular, the frequent deployment of II Field Force Vietnam Artillery weapons
to remote fire bases. usually resulted in deployment of automatic wearons
and searchlights to secure these weapons. Due to the redeployment of the
1st Infantry Division, the mission' of Battery A was changed from Genc-rdl
Support 1st Infantry Division to General iupport 1st Qavalry Divisior.
As an entire battery is now supporting the I st Cavalry Division, the pro-
visional task foice (Task Force North) is no longer required and therefore
was disbanded 'on 20 March 1970.

(2) Unit Missions:

(a) Un 5 February 1970, the battalion (and attached units) was re-
assign•ed from United itates Army Vietnam to I] Field Force VietrAm, with
operational control exercised by II Field Force Vietnam Artillery.

(b) Battery A was released from its mission of General 3upport Ist
Infantry Division and placed in General Support Ist Cavalry Division .(Air-
mobile) effective 20 Marok 1970. The baLtery heaiquarters remains at

IWCL 3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFB-FAG-C I May 1970
.i'BJECT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (A.')(SP), 2d Artillery

for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, ICS CFOR-65 (H12) (1t,

Phu Lol with a reinforced platoon heedquarters at PV.uoc Vinh. The primar.y
mission qf the platoon headcuarters is to coordinate the activities of the
battery with Headquarters,, 1st Cavalry Division.

(c) Battery B remained in General Support of the 25th Infantry 'ivi-
sion. The battery headquarters remained &t Cu Chi.

(d) Battery C remained in General Support of 11 Field Force Vietram.
Four M42AI Dusters from Battery C support the 3d Bri-ade, 9th Infantry Divi-
sion and two Dusters support the Australian Task Force (ATF). The 10 re-
maining Dusters support elements of Il Field Force Vietnam Artillery. The
lAttery headquarters remained at Camp Price (YT 042115).

(e) Battery D remained in General ,jupport of II Field Force Vietnam.
On 22 .arch 1970 six Dusters %ere placed in support of the 5th AWNV1 Divi-
sion. These tracks were deployed along hirphway 13 ("Thunder toad") to
partially fulfill the comnittment that was Battery A's when the 1 st Infan-
try Division Was responsible for securine highway 13 north of Lai Khe.
Two Dusters remained in support of the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force
(rIAVF) and two Dusters were placed in support of the 2d Brig.ade, 25th
Infantry Division, operating in a special area of operations south of Dear-
cat. The brigade is OPCuN directly to 1I Field Force Vietnam. The re6
,iaining six Dusters support elements of II Field Force Vietnam ;Artillery.
:)ue to the availability of a compound with greatly improved facilities,
the battery headouarters !m moved from F61'B Concord to Husky Compo-rnd in
Xuan Loc. The move commenced on 15 April 1970 and was completed on 16
April 1970.

(f) Battery I (SLT), 2d Battalion, 29th Artillery remained attached
to 5th Battalion (A) CSP), 2d Artillery. The battery's mission remained
General .3upport II Field Force Vietnam. Searchlights were deployed to
support the following organizations: I st Cavalry Division; 25th Infantry
Division; 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division; Capital Military Assistaince

Team (formerly the Capital Military Assistance Command); the Royal Thai
Army Volunteer Force; the Australian Task Force; the 5th ARV14 Division;

and elements of II Field Force Vietnam Artillery.

(c) Battery D (MG), 71st Artillery re'tained in General Support of Il
Field Force Vietnam and attached to 5th :1attalion (A!)(JP), 2d Artillery.

Firing plements were deployed to support the following organizations: six
(Quads to the Ist Cavalry Division; four Quads to the 25th Infantry Division;
two Quads to the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division; two Quads tc the 5th

ARVN Division; and ten Quads to elements of II Field Force Vietnam
Artillery.
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AVSUBJCAGTC I May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (A4i)(SP), 2d Artillery

for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U)

(h) Current deployment and individual unit missions of 5th Battalion(A'W)(SP%, 2d Artillery (to include attached units) are listed at Inclosure
2.

(3) Automatic weapons and searchlight deployment positions occu-pied during the reporting period are portrayed at Inclosure 3.

(4) Briefing of ARVN Artillery Commanders: On 10 April 197C thebattalion commander pre3ented a briefing to members of the ARVN Artillery
Command. The meeting, which was held at the 61st ARVN Artillery heAdnuartr-3
in Saigon, was attended by all ARVN commanders of division artillery andhigher and their American advisors arid was held in conjunction with thesemi-annual Artillery Branch Festival. The battalion commander pre3ented
a 35 minute briefing designed to inform the co..manders of the missionzs,
organization, and employment of the 5th Battalion (Ad)(SP), 2d Artillery.
Also mentioned wore the considerations affecting employment of a likebattalion in the air defense role. After the briefing, eouipment wasavailable for inspection by attendees. This static display consisted of
one M42AI Duster, one M55 Quad mounted on a five-ton truek, and one ANA33-3
Searchlight system. Considerable interest wag shown in both the briefing
and the equipment display.

(5) Efforts to Enhance the Employment of Automatic Weapons and Search-light Assets: During the reporting period members of the Operations 3ec-
tion completed an update of the employment paper dated 17 October 1969 (see
JRLL dated 2 November 1969). The new paper, entitled "Lmployment of Auto-matic *Weapons (A'I) and Searchlights in Vietnam",.dated 6 April 1970, is
found at Inclosure 4.

(6) Deployment of Quad Caliber .50 f.achine Cuns in the Air Defehse
Role: As q result of numerous radar sightings in the vicinity of the "An-rel's Wing" (an area along the Carbodian border approximately 56 kilometers
northwest of Saigon), two Quads were deployed to the Civilian Irregular
Defense Group camp atDuc Hue on-13 March 1970. Two additional Quads.weredeployed to Phuoc Luu on the same date. The purpose of this deployment of
Quads was to derW use of the airspace along the border by what was- believed
to be enemy resupply helicopters. Since all of the radar sightings were
obtained at night, the counter-mortar radars at Duc Hue and Phuoc Luu wereto be used to provide the Quads with the azimuth and range to the sightings.
By Using indirect fire procedures, the Quad crewnmen would then 'fire on the
aircraft. The use of a caunter-mortar radar as an acquisition radar isunique, and although it could not have provided data accurate enough toinsure hits by the Quads, it could have provided the Quads with data thatcould have been used effectively as a basis for harassing fire. The diffi-
culty in obtaining clearances to fire and the need for employment of the
Quads elsewhere resulted iq~the cessation of the mission on 17 March 1970.

5
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A,`"1[-FA,-c I -Cay 1970

-~'JU2'T. Operational t(eport of the 5th Battalion (A'J)(..P), 2d Artillery
.for the Period undii.g 30 April 1970, RC.3 CtFJR-65 (W02) %U)

(7) Significant Uperations:

(a) I February 1970, Dau Tieng Brid,.e - At C0 C01 CH February 1970,
as the result of a ground surveillar.rc radar sii.htin-7 approximAtely 1750
mters from the Dau Tiong Bridge, a Cobra i-unahip was summoned to search
out two to four persons. HDop arrival of the rwiuship, the crew of searrh-
light 152 of Battery I, 2d Battalion, 29th Artillery flashed visihle light
in the area of suspected movement. The light prevented the enemy from
evading the engagement by the Cobra. A sweep of the area resulted in the
discovery of two VC/NVA KIA credited to the Cobra with the searchli-ht
receiving credit for assisting in the kills.

(b) I February 1970, Hobo Woods - At 01150M1 February 1970, .'•ile
on a search and destroy mission at coordinates :.T ',51247 with Company A,
Ist Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mech), the crewmen of Duster 141 of Battery
0, 5th .attalion (Ai')(3P), 2d Artillery observed movement at an azi.,r.!ith of
23CO mils and a range of 5MC meters. The enemy was engaged with 120
rounds of 40-mm fire. A subsequent sweep of the area resulted in the
discovery of one VC/NVA KIA credited to Duster 141 by the inrantry
co-mander.

(c) 3 February 1970, Hobo Woods - At 0318CU! February 197C, while
on a search and destroy mission at coordinates XT 6322P2 with Company A,
Ist Battalion, .5th Infantry'(Mech), the crew of Duster 141 of Battery B,
5th battalion (AU;(3?), 2d Artillery engaged a'ground 3urveillance targat
at an azimuth of 48CO mils and a range of 800 meters.' Forty rounds of
40-mm ammunition weýre expended against the target. A sweep of the area
resulted in the discovery of two VC/NVA KIA credited to Duster 11,1 by the
infantry commander.

(d) 3 February 197C, Dau Tieng Bridge - At, 032135H Febri:ary 1970,
as a result of a ground surveillance radar sighting 1150 neter3 from the
Dau lieng Bridee, a Cobra gunship was summoned to'search out two p-rsons.
U'pon arrival of the Cobra, the crew of searchlight 152 of Battery I, ;d
9attalion, 29th Artillery flashed visible light in the area of suspected
moyement. The li&t pr'-ventted the enemy from evadin8 the n:.nship and both
VC/1VA were killed by fire from the Cobra. The searchlight crew was
cr-dited with assisting in the kills.

"(e) 46 February 1-97C, two kilometers north of .JFB Cindy - At 261CC45-

February 1 970, wtile providing security for a convoy fr6m F P P Cindy (:."'
38281 5>. to a water point five (5) kilometers to the north, the convoyv's
second vehicle, an APC, detonated a 30 pound mine. Approximately 15
minutes later, while awaiting the arrival of a recovery ve:icle, the convoy
came unler enemy fire. Two to three mortnr rodnds and several 57-ms

6
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AV FS-FAI'-C I.Kay 1970
.,l•CT:; Operational ileport of the 5th Battalion (2d Artilery

for the Period Lnding 30 April 1970a AW3 GSFUR-65 (r92) (U)

recoilless rifle rounds impacted 25 meters from the convoy. The crews of
Dusters 141 and 142 of Battery C, 5th Battalion (AW)(S|i), 2d Artil)ery
enraged the enemy positions. The Dusters fired for 20.to 45 minutes,
provitinr enough time for the evacuation of the other vehicles hni the men
frrm the destAzyed APC. During this time the two Dusters expended approx-
imately 6CC rourids of 40mm amunition. A latir search of the area resultei
in the discovery of several 57-im canisters. The suctported commander
credited the Duaters with thwarting the ambush.

(C) 2 Parch 1970, strong point (XT 788335) vicinity of F.1F, Attle-
";,1-)- AL 021530C1 .:arch 1970, a Vietnamese ferrale, age 2C, and F Vietname.se
nuile, age 26, surrendered to the crewmen of Duiters 211 and 212 of F.atter:.
A, 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery. The fe-nale appeared It, the area
first. ;;he loitered for a short p rJod of time and then departed the area
on a borrowed bicycle. A few minutes later she returned with the male 1,4.o
was later determined to be her brother. At this time they surrendered to
the Duster crewmen, stating that they were Viet Cong. They were searched
and placed under guard. L•ements of the 1st Infantry Division at .SP'ES
i.ttleboro (X? 668368) were notified and the two Viet Conp. were taken to that
location. It was later discovered that the !,.ale was a na~or in a local
Viqt kdonc Force.

(r) 13 .arch 1970, Le.i Khe Base Camp - At 132345H March 1970, wl,.!le
performine security duty on the LAi Khe perimgter, the crew of searchli'.,t
151 of Battery I, 2d Battalion, 29th Artillery, by the use of visible
light, detected movement of one VCAVA approximately 150 meters in front
of the searchlight position. The searchlight crew immediately enraeed t;.,6
enemy with five rotvnds of K-79 fire. An '-413 taik on the n..rimet.-r nlso
enr.ared the enemy with 90-nu fire. .nemy losses as a result of this acL'or.
,-re unknown.

(h) 15-17 iarch 1970, vicinity of Hui !3a Den i..ourtain - At 15C8'CC,
March 1970, Dusters 221 and 222 of Battery B, 5th Rattallor. (A*(-P r, 2d

Zrtillery departed F3B buell (XT 216534) with Company A, 4th Battallon,
"73A Infantry (Vech) enroute to coordinateý Ci' 283608 on a 'search and destr..y
operatinn in the vicinity of Lui Ba Den ;:ountain. At 11CO|• t* force moved
tc, the has- of the mountain whare the Dusters supporetd the infantry by
rire for approxi ately one and one-halt hours. De'oure returning to FSS
'-,ull the Dusters retrieved an armored p-rsoniel carrier from a bomb crat.-r
ii r,'ich it liad beco.me stuck when the driver wap killed by 3nl.;.,"r fire.
... rourhout the day the Dusters.received automatic weapor.s, Ar-', and rifle
fire from enemy troops on the mountain. The opernit' .n of 1 5 t'reh was
repeated or. 16 ':arch 17'0,, Afain the Dusters supported the infantry with
fire. The D.usters also retrieved another armored personnel carrier from
a bomb crater. T'he Dusters supported the infantry atain on the last day
of the operation, 17 March 1970, closing lay Ninh at 123Nt!. Total rounds
of ammunition expended by' the two Dester crews were 5100 rburids of 4CC-mmi,
several thousand rounds of :-'.c, and approv'-.ately rounds of X-79.

7

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

-AVF'B-FAG 1 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 5th fBattalion (Al)( ;P), 2d krt~ifllr.

for the Period Ending 30 April, RCJ CSFOR-65 (i42) (U)

'hile body count credit was impossible to establish, the supported unit
expressed admiration and appreciation to the Duster crews. As a result of
this action several crewmen have been recommended for awards.

Ui) 25 March 1970, vicinity of FSPB Grey - At 250900H March 1970,
two Dusters from Battery D, 5th Dattalion (A)I((AP), 2d Artillery were in
support of an infantry company and an engineer company from the Aoyal Thai
Army Volunteer Force. The Thais were sweeping the area in the vicinity of
coordinates YS 220930. Proceeding with the Thais, the Dusters ezt-i,'
road security in the area. The sweep resulted in two VC,/ 1 .A KIA and the
destruction of a bunker complex. The Dusters were credited with capturinC
four RPG rounds.

(j) 26 March 1970, FSB it. Barbara - At approximately 261"5.4 1.:arch
1970, a detail of six men was laying concertina wire approximately fifty
meters from the berm. Two men in the detail were from the 5t1. tittalion
(A'Ki(SP), 2d Artillery (one from Battery D, 71st Artillery and one from
3attery C, 5th lattalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery). .'hen the ser'eant. in
chnrge of the detail detonated Pn anti-personnel mine, PVT Roxhiiry of
Rattery C Pnd FFC Kenning of Battery D, 71st Artillery, along with a medici
immediately ran to his aid. PVT Roxbury then picked his way throufh the
mine field and over two rows of concertina wire in order to make a path over
.Wiich to'carry the wounded man. - Following the path made I"y PVT Roxbury,
FFC Kenning helped carry the iniured man through the mine field and ov'er
the wire to a helicopter. PVT.Roxbury and P.G Kenning have each b..-en
recommended for thi 3oldier's Medal.

(k) 27 March 1970, FSPB lettysburg (XW 358•78.) - At 272-150 :.:arch
1970, ,while tiring a harassing and interdiction mission, the crew of Dus-
ter 142 from Flattery C, 5th Battalion (A*.,I*(S?), 2d Artillery observed a
secondary explosion at coordinates U, 360891. The Duster fired a totAl
of 87 rounds of 40-un ammunition into the area and was c.'elited with the
destruction of an unknown amount of enemy munitions.

(1) 1 April 1970, F6B fllingsworth (XT 039793) - At approximately
010210H .April 1970 Fa. Illingsworth came under an intense attack by fire
followed by'a ground attack at 0300H. The crew of .Zuad 52 of Battery D,
71st Artillery, located on the south side of the p-ri.meter, observed the
initial rocket/mortar flashes and immediately returned fire, firing the
2?.uad until all four guns became inoperable due to ov.-rhe'ating. At that
time the four crewmen took up positions on the berm and continued the fireht
with M-1 6 rifles. Meanwhile, the two crewmen of 3earchli. ht 241 from Bat-
tery I, 2d Battalion, 29th Artillery, took up firing positions on the berm
between the searchlight vehicle and th-. Quad. Firing their M-60 machine
gun and X-16's, they (along with the Quad crewmen) remained on the berm'
until an ammunition bunker to their immediate right caught fire and ex-
ploded. As a result of this explosion, the two searcilight crewmen and

8
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AVFR.ý.FAG..C 1 May 1970
ý3UB,.TCT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (A ')(iP), 2d Artillery

for the Period E~nding 30 April 1970, RC.3 C3FOR-ý~5 (42) (L",

one Q-uad crewman were wounded and later dusted-art. The s#earchlirht rind
Quad truck w')ro destroyed. Total armmunition expended by the Quad and 3earh-1-
light personnel was 9000 rounds of caliber .50., approximately 10C0 rounis
of M-60, and approxim~ately 8CC rounds of 14t-16. Due to the intensity of
the attack and the large expenditure of qrununition by friendly rorces,
it was impossible to determine body couint credit. 4ow'ever, four VC/INVA
were killed dire.ctly in front of thn;*uad and searchli-ht positions. i~n-
otiaer seven bodies were found approximately 150 meters to the f'rcnnt of Lt!'

wd.It is safe to assume that the Quad and/or searchlicht crew$ account .,d
for at least eleven VC/NJA KIA. A total of 64 VC/1jVA bodies were fc,"nd.
1Priendly losses were 24 U.i. KIA and 64 WIA. Of the six crevnien from-
this battalion, one received thv 3ilver Star and five received the Bronze
.3tar with 'IV" Device. Three men also received the Purple hieart. Ins a
result of the combat losses and the expected additional enemy activity iri
the vicinity of FSB Illingsworthi, it was decided to deploy four- :'.uad: andc
cne searchlight to that location immediately. The four Quads were ri~'ged
tar helilift at Duster Compound while a searchlight at Phuoc Vinh vwes also

being rZed for helilift. A total of five CH-47 sorties were flown to
F.B Illingsworth,, the last'arriving at 16C"4{. Additionally., two Dusters
from Battery Bs. 5th Battalion (A'.ý)(6iP), 2d Artillery closed F3B IlliragswortV.
on 2 April-1970. Ammnunition far the Dusters was helilifted t6 F..)B Mlin( ,'s-
worth from Tay Ninh. Aznpunitian for the-Quads was helilifted with the
weapons from Duster Compound.

(m,', 8 April 1970,' F.6B Ft. Defiance (XT 502833) - At approxi.nately
0832315. April 1970 FSB Ft. Defiance came under an intense attack by fire
consisting of 70-ICO 82-mm mortar roundsi, 8-1C 122-nmm rockets, ind an un-
kncwn number' of RP0's. Dusters 142 and 212 of BSattery A., 5t-! Hattalion

(A:~(~),2d Artillery were located on the eastern side of the perimeter
approximately 10C meters apart. The first two rcunds (82-mm) of the attack
apparently were aitned at the Dusters. One round hit in front of track
142*aM another round hit directly behind track 2121, each round wolindine
one man. The two men, even though wounded, immnediately began to return
fire with Y1-60 mnachine-guns.. As the other crew members arrived at their
w4eapons they returned fire with 40-mm, M16, and M-79. The attack continued
for approximately 15 minutes. The Duster crewmen relturnc-d fire into the
t~reelineo 75-100 me -ters distant, for approximately 45 minutes. iesul 'ts
of the attack were three personnel from Battery A, 5th Battalion (A*! ' .3P',
2d Artillery WIA. The Duster crewmen expended approximately 10C0 rounds
of 40--mm ammunition as'well as an unknown ' number of rounds of 1--6C, rl-1 A
and K-79 ammunition. A sweep of the area conducted the followinf, day by
elements of the. 11 th Armored Cavalry Regiment resulteli in the discovery of
five 122-mm rocket launchers, eight AK-i.? rifles., eight .3K.3 carhinest ten
IIP0Gs, and an. unknown number of .51 caliber rounds. Additionallyi,
numuerous blood trails were found. The bodies of thro~e VC,/IVA were later
discovered in shallow graves. These bodies had satchel charges attached to
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AllF!'-FA0.G Cay 1 7JUBJECT; Operationwl Rteport of the 5th Battalion (AW,(.312,* 2d Artillery
for the Period E~nding 30 April 1970, RqCJ CSFOR-65 (Rt2) (u

them, indicatinp, that a sapper Attack had been planred. It is quite riroba-tile that the sapper attack was aborted due to the devastating fire of the
Dusters and other .4eapons located on. the p,ýrimeter.

(ni) 13 Apr'11 1970, F'3PB White (XT 235305) - ;.-t 13CC'011! April 197C,
FjPS ')rhite came under attack by sniper fire. 3'ior'tly thereAf'tcr, a rrr~iird
surveillance radar detected 25-30 persons at a range or 750 metc:s. ~i
Lerp 241 and 242 of Battery B. 5th Battalion (A)A,2d Atfyalonr,
with a 105-qwu howitzer of 2d Battalion, 77th Artillery, fired at th.ý ta~r-

qet The Dusters expended 180 roun~ds of 4C'-wrm amnmunitionr d1uring the p~erlol
CO01 hours to 02CC hours. No sweep of the area was ccrnducted, hoowev-r;
the radar personnel informed the Duster crewmen that their rounds -..ere on
tar~et and that the probability of kills by the Dusters was very -,ld
-.be large number of personnel detected by the radar indic~tes that a gro~rd
attack may have been planned. If so, the intense firepower from. the base
prolmahly caused the enemy to abort his plan.

(o) 15 April 19701 F3?PB Kramer (XT 030730) -At 15C215H A-prili197C,
rF;PB Kramer came under an intense attack by fire arnd ground attack. -:he
attack by fire consisted of l07-ium rockets, 60-mm mortars, 92-=u mortars,
and RP(:.'s. Crewmen of Dusters 141 andi 142 of Battery C, 5th Battalion
(,AW)(.3P), 2d Artillery, performinfg perimeter security, immediately returned
40-'nn firc. "uring the engag~ement the two Dusters expended 1091 rn-an1R
Of 40-7-r -. runititono Re)sulta of the attack were t~hiee personnel WIA (two
frorý the 5th Battalion (AWJ)(SP), 2d Artiliery, aind one cargo carrier destroyed
by enem? fire. Lrnemq l05se3 were 52 KIA (nine of whorn. vjtre credited to the
Dustersj, In addition, the followin.; Items werta captured: 7hree coow.1cet

';~r mortars, 5C rounds of 60-mm mortar ammunitions several AKX-47 rifle'ss
inni several jKS carbines. Yost of the capt prod. nat*-.rial wa3 ":urni In t~he
-i-eas fired upon by the Dusters.

.(pý' 17 ADril 1970, Vo Xu (YT 81183f,8) - On 17 A-tril 1170 at FireiuporL ~Ase Dinh IIs near Vo Ku, Dusters 2211 snd 222 of Bat~t,--:D,5
"attaliori (KiJ)(.P)., 2d Artillery, were requested to fire An indirect fire
m. i s *or -Into coordinates YT 807499. The target was an en'3my r~.ce ca::he. 1Lhe

rdis.aion was fired with the aid of an aerial observer ar-1 tile two Diusters f irec
a total of 24*0 rounds of lone range 40-nmm ammunition. The result o~f th-.h -n-
ga-0ement was one rice cache destroyed.

(n) 18 April 1970s Vo Xu (YT 8183fS'f - At I S03~1 5 April 1070j, at th(e
fi.re support base at Vo Ku, the squad leader Of ZIU3ter 221 of lattrydn,
5th rialtalion (A(d. k.rtilleryosere meen ehind* a mo~und of
dirt approximately 25 meters from the perimeter. The senuad leader immedi-
ately took the enemV under fire, alerting the compound to an impendinir it-
tack. !!aving been detected, the enemy launched his attack by fire in con-
.iuniction with an estimated battalion size ground attack. The attack by
fire consisted of approximately 10 ?5--mir.recolless rifle rounds,# 30 82-mm
mortar rounds, 25 to 30 RP( rounds, nnd an unkr.'fn an'ount of sm~all nnms fi-re'
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AV PR-FArC I May 107C
Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (A"I)(SP), 2d Artillery
for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCJP G:..0R-f5 (R2) (0)

to include .51 caliber machine gun fire. During the attack Dustlers 221 and
222 fired a total of 495 rounds of 40-mm amm'nunition. The ground attack was
a t-,ree pronge attack, two of which were aimed at the two Dusters on the
perimeter. The Dusters, along with otier friendly forces, repelled the attack
in their sectors. Specifically, the commanding officer of the 4th !7attalion,
11h Infantry credited Duster 221 with preventing the enemy from overrunning
a portion of the perimeter. A sweep of the area at first light resulted in
the discovery of 32 NVA bodies, four of which were credited to the Dusters
(one of these four was an officer). in addition, two enemy soldiers '•re
captured,. These prisoners identified the attacking unit as the 2d Battalion,
33rd NVA Regiment. Friendly casualties included one KIA and 23 W'A (one
from the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery) from II Field Force Vietnam
Artillery units. 0ne 155-qm self-propelled howitzer received a direct hit
by an unknown type round and was a combat loss. A trailer from lattery D,
5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery received moderate damage. From
information obtained from the prisoners it was learned that the NVA soldiers
were led to the area by local Viet Cong. Additionally, the sweep indicated
that th6 attack had been meticulously planned, to include establishment of
a communications system and a bunker complex in a woodline 20C meters, from
the fire support base.

(r) 21 .April 1970, FSPB Burkett - At approximately 210245H April
1970, FSPB Burkett (XT 552845) came under an attack by fire. The attack
consisted of approximately I M0 rounds of mixed ro-ket, mortar, and RP'
fire imp--ting inside t~e perimeter. The crewmen of )uster 142 and 212,
of Battt.y A, 5th Battalion (A4)(SPF), 2d Artillery observed flashes and
i'nmediately returned fire. The Duster crewmen fired for three hours',
expending .1081 40-mm rounds, 300 H-79 rounds, 720C a-60 rounds, and 224
flares. Reiults of the attack were one U.S. KIA, 40 U.S. WIA (one from
Battery A, 5th Battalion (A'1)(S?), 2d Artillery) and three VC/hVA KIA, one
of whom was in front of Duster 142.

(7) Ammunition Exýpenditures: During the reporting period the bart,
ion expended a total of 260,4C8 rounds of 40-nun amnmunition. Battery D,
Artillery, expended 700,600 rounds of caliber .50 machine gun &mmunition.
The 30 searchlights of Battery I, 2d. Battalion, 29th Artillery operated
for a total of 8,522 hours.

c. LoF, isticslMaintenance

(1) M;aintenance Pr-blems:

(a) The flow of replacem.nt M.142AI Du3ters cont inues at a rate which
precludes an overmileage or rage track problem. However, the mainte-
nance .piroblem presentea high mileage traveled by the combat vehicles

11
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;AVFB-,'AG,;-C 1 t;a~y 1 97C'

&'YT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion ( (.,2d Artiley
for the Period Ending 3-0 [pril 197C, RC3 CSFuR-65 (1i2) (tu)

o" the battalion still exists. During t'•is reporting period the tactical
situation dictated a 206 increase in .•42,1 m-ileage over the previous re-
parting period. ihis fact, coupled with the loss of 3evertnl -ual.Mfiel
per3onnel in the ma intenance secLions, taxd tho hattal, on's abil!ty to
maintain the leadline rate -t its normally low fi.ire. . owev'-r, av a
rV .•Ilt of timely reporting and a greatly improved prescrib-A load list,
the jdeadline rate remained at an accepta'"l,- level throu-'.'_it VA.!- r,!--,rt -7
period.

(b) The lack of replacerient -'JF/K3-3 j"archlight3 continues 'c b? a
maintenance problem. Again, no ropla:emert 3carchlight stts wvre receiv :1.
The loss of one set due to enemy action reduced the x1:1,Cher ir. th.e hatta!.-:.
to 29, seven below the number authorized. Although the dowmn time of t,e.e
sets has been extremely low, it is evident that down tinme will increase
with additional use if replacement sets are not issued in the n(ear future.

(3�i epair Farts 3upply: The supply system'continued to s:o',, improve-
.muent during the reporting period. Continual emphasis was placed on prcr-,r
rt-pair parts requisitiohing procedures. 1he current percentaee (25`' of
P1. lines at zero balance is the lowest percentage experienced by the
battalion since its deployment to. Vietnam in Lovember, 1966.

(3) uaummary of Overall Kaintenance Fosture:

(a, Close surveillance of battery maintetance programs by thee,battal-
ion maintenance section and assistance visits by higher headquarters con-
tinued through the reporting period. 4pecial emphasis was placed or shop
sa-ety knd correct maintenance mapagement procedures.

(b) In summary, except for the AhI;,'-3 Searchlights, the maihtenance
posture of the battalion continued to be very good. If replacement
searchlight sets are received, the naintenance posture of the •earc'l'ht
battery will he greatly improved.

(4 'iotal mileae travelel for the months of J'anuary, 7ebruary, ar.d
Yjtrch for each battery:

Headouarter Btry • ton 3/4 ton 21 ton' 5 ton M42A$ VT Ti /R

t, tn ua ry 9927 62905 4484. 425 ---- --- 308I
February 9410 6741 6023 353 ----- 2 2C7

TOMAL 27778 19191 15910 1322 . .. ,-

12.
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A T"r-__Ar,-C I Pa.y 1 1"•,,,Y'ET: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (A-';)(-;, 2d Artillery

for the Period 'nding 30 April 197C, RC5 C3Fý)R-65 (U)2) (U)

of the battalion still exists. During tis reporting period the tactical
situation dictated a 26.' increase in !.42A1 ri'leare over the previous re-
p:.rting period. This fact, coupled with the loss of 3everal -uali.fied
per3onnel in the -mintenance sections, taxod th, 5atta1;:n's ability to
maintain the deadline rate at its norir.ally low .'i-,e. Uowe'v'r, aM a
1%ý.IuAt of timely reporting and a greatly improved prescrib.i l]oad list,
the deadline rate remaine-d at an accept&a'l,- level throug-.at thi..'s r,•prt.i.•
poriod.

(b) The lack of replacement "/Ib5-3 J•arc~hlight, continues tc he a
maintenance problem. Again, no repla:ement suarch:light sets were receivi.
The loss of one set due to enemy action reditced the riuwher it. t.1e battall:.:.
to 29, seven below the number authorized. Although the down time of t'e.
sets has been extremely low, it is evident that down time will increase
with additional use if replacement sets are not issued in the near future.

( f Repair Farts 3upply: The supply system'continued to s*-ow improve-
ment during the reporting period. Continual emphasis was placed on prcr.'r
re-pair parts requisitioning procedures. The current percenta-.e (25*;) of
FLL lines at zero balance is the lowest percentage experienced by the
battalion since its deployment to. Vietnam in 1ovember, 1966.

(3) .ummary of Ov~eral] M:aintenance Fosture:

(a, Close surveillance of battery maintenance programs by the ,battal-
ion maintenance section and assistance visits by higher headquarters con-
tinued through the reporting period. 3pecial emphasis was placed or! shop
safety .knd correct maintenance mapaiement procedures.

(b) In summary, except for the AN/1'iS-3 Searchlights, the maihtenance
posture of the battalion continued to be very good. If replacement
searchlight sets are received, the maintenance posture of the searchlA-ht
battery will be greatly improved,

(4) Total mileage traVeled for the months of January, February, and
March for each battery:

"Headquarter Btry ) ton 3/4 ton 21 ton 5 ton M42A0 VTl :'i*R

a'anuary 9927 6295 44841  425 . .. 308
February 9410 6741 6023 353 ------. 207
liar ch ...Q 6155 5403 1

TcyrAL 27778 19191 15910 1322 .-. . 165

12.
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AVFSB-PAG-C I May 197c
ZUO,'ECT: Operational 'Report of the 5t'h Battalion (A..)(JP), 2d Artillery

for the Period Lnding 30 April 1970, ACW CSFOR-65 (a2} (C'

H~ttc= A ton 3/4 ton 2, ton 5 ton MW.A1 MRa W
I

J'anuary 3711 5347\ 6833 59C 6752 78 140C
::ebruary 2137 3470' 3858 1997 66C7 0 0
Mlarch 37096 838 6, 22 C

TOTAL $697 12521 13787 3425 194 307 14 C-"c

Battery B

January 3923 3810 3839 - 5527 2? ---
February 6764 4206 2624 -- 3946 115
March 6347 3330 7562 4744 0

TO'AL 17034 11346 14025 -- 14217 142

Batt::ry C

January 4380 1663 4406 8A7 3378 0
FebrUary 1741 4563 3677 0 6223 C.1..rc 2522 2 755 ',c 2ý ,co
m.arch 2522 -4.0 ~ iC

TOT11 9708 8748 1C838 6 10-9 100

January 5559 813 3270 40 2557 52
February 8729 " 509 5667 170 3555 45
!-iarch 9670 19 7 4M 7276 02

TOTAL 23958 3117 15982 7C9 13388 404 -
I

Battery I 29h Arty, ton 3/4 ton 24 tmn SLT

January 4453 5149 150 1031 2
February 5918 2763 625 13565

TOT1L 10238 1193 36706

Battry D 71st Arty

.anuary 19106 732 772 13528
February 1389 842 502 1 L %(..
March 2254 77 19938

TOTAL 5559 2351 2497 48312

13
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"IV ,- 'I.."c 1 a, 1970
..U:,CT: Oper.•tonal Report of the 5th Fattalion (A"I(..*iE), 2d ArLillo•ry

for the Period Zndinc 30 April 1970, .R!C3 C;FOfl-!.5 (00' (1'$

(3) Employment of 23Y Xenon Jearchlirhts In .-'oss-Count.ry Oe-.•ti.n3

(a) 0RS"-RVATION: The movement of set.rchli,.ht ve"icles is !7rrtly
I.mited in the De regions of Vietnam.

(b) EVALUATION: In areas consist ifg primarily of rice paddies, It
has been practicaly i. ponsible for searchlight vW.cles to acc-.npany in-
fantry units on cross-country operations. Honiover, by londino ht. :3earch-
liitt vehicle onto the rear of an 1:548 Cargo Uarr•or, it has been ounid
feasihle to have the light deploy with the infantry on such operni:,nr.3.
1he mobility of the 14548 allows for the use of searc-.lights on oper:.Liuns
such as the mobile ambush and allows for the rapid tranT3prt of the lip.ht
to areas of suspected enemy activity.

(c) RECOMIL. ATIC4-: That supported commanders be made aware of the
advantages to be gained by use of the M1548 as a prime mover for the sea. 1i-
lijht vehicle. This battalior, has effected such liaison with supported1
units.

d. O.rang .i: n hone

e. Training: 1,one

f. Logistics: Use of 2 KW Generator Parts tu (elpair Y,55 ifounts

(a) OBJ' RATION: Parts for Generator jet, gasoline engine, 2 L.6
DC, FS1,6115-759-2768 have been found to be identical to tlho.ie partb I'sod
on the paer charger and power control set of the 1155 ',*uad .50 calib,;r
..machine gun mount.

(b) LVALUAT:O1: Due to the extreme difficulty enr ountered: in obtain-
in, "parts for the HI55 mount, the machine gun battery has been forced to
obtain parts from salvaged 2 KW renerator .3ets. It has been found that
most parts of the 2 VW generator set are identical to Ithuse used on the
M'55 mount. 'rc'-- flit has resulted in the di.scovery of a valliable source
o f repair ra,-Ws for the M455 mounts.

(c) RCOM..4DATIiMON: That all machine ,un units be advised of the

availability or H55 mount repair parts from salva:-ed 2 KW gaiirator sets.

g. 1omguinications: Use of L ,459/PRC Auxiliary --peaker by quaj Cr'.s

(a) JB.-RWVA1i0N: The use of the LS 459/PHC Auxiliary 3peaker hy
Quad squad leaders has proved beneficial.
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A,'.FB-FAr,-C I ,'ay 1970
11':[X.CT: Operational Report of the 5th 3a,4talion. (A,,(., 2d Artillery

for the Period Lnding 30 April •1970, :W.C. GSFC-4-65 (R2) (11

(b) EVALUATION: The W 459/PRC Auxiliary ipeaker •hich can be
attached to the steel helmet, has been tested by severai squad leaders
from the machine gun battery. They have found that by usinZ th13 speaker
they can monitor the radio and still h%.ve both 'lands free to as,;ist the
other crew members. The long cord attached to this speaker allows L'.,
squad leader to move about the entire truck bed while monitoring, the radio.

(c) REC0[.ZDATIU•.: That all ý--chine run units bh ad1vised of the

advantages to be realized by the use oi th9h , L 5,459.1 Z Auxiliary .;p:.:akcr.

h. X:aterigl: None

i. Other: None

.G.. , ,ii=

4 ncl LTC, ADA
as Com-rnnding

DI.TRIBUTION:
. U-6.%.1FAC; ATTN: CPWD-DT, AFO 96558

3 -IU.ARW; ATTN: AVITGC-DST, A.O 9(ý375
3 - II 7 FORCEV; ATTN: 3-3, APO 96266
5 - iI FFOACZV Arty; ATTN: 3-3, APO 96266
1 - Tn File

Incl 2 w/d HQ DA

16
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AVFB-FAC (1 May 70) let Ind
SUBJECTa Operational Report of Headquarters, 5th Battalion (W) (SP) 2d

Artillery for Period Endine 30 April 70. RCS CSFCR-65 (FR2 (U)

DA, HE4%DQUARTERS, II FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY, APO 96266

TO: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFBC-RE, APO 96266

This headquarters has reviewed the quarterly report of the 5th Battalion (AW)
(SP)p 2d Artillery and concurs in operations and lessons learned as reported

with the following exception: Para 2. g. All reforences to IS 459/PRC Auxiliary

Speaker should read LS 549/'RC.

FOR THE COMANDER:

R.G. PARRISH
LTC, FA
Adjutant

17
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AVBC-RE (1 May 1970) 2d Id
SUBJECTt Operational Report of Headquarters, 5th Battalion (AW) (SP) 2d

Artillery for Period 1ding 30 April 1970, RCS CS1OR-65 (W25 (U)

.DA,, HQ, II'FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 2 JUN; 1970

THZU& Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC(DST), APO 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed and. concurs with the Operational
Ieport - Lessons Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970
from Headquarters, 5th Battalion (AW) (SP), 2d Artillery.

2. (C) The following additional comments are provided:

a. Reference item concerning "Lack of Replacement Ai'/MSS-3 Search-
lights"; page 12, paragraph Ic(1)(b)s concur. Recommend action be taken
by Headquarters, USARV to replace the loss of these major end items.

b. Reference item concerning "Use of 2 KW Generator Parts to Repair
M55 Mounts", page 15, paragraph 2f$ concur. The following action is
recommended:

(1) That the Supply Division, ACofS, G4, Headquarters USAAV, identify
and publish a listing of parts that are co~mon to the 1-155 power charger/
power control set and the 2 KW generator set.

(2) That Collection, Classification, and Salvage (CM&S) activities
in the general support maintenance units remove the appropriate service-
able repair parts from the salvaged 2 MW generators, preserve, process,
and return to the supply system to satisfy unit requirements.

(3) That units possessing 2 KW generators be instructed to turn-in
items to CC&S rather than local disposal or delivery to the Property
Disposal Activity.

FOR THE C01KANDEM$

Asst AG
Cl:e
CO, II FFORCEV Arty
CO, 5th Bn (AW) (SP), 2d Arty 18
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AVHC-DST ( 1 Ma 70) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artjlljr7

for the Period $nding 30 April 1970, RCS CSF(Jt-65 (R2)(U)
Headquarters, United States Arq Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 3 0 JUN 1970

TO: Ccmander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly paried ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, 5th.
Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery and concurs with comments of indorsing
headquarters.

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Use of 2 KW Generator Parts to Repair
M55 Mounts", page 15, paragraph f: concur. The interchangeability of 2 KW
(FSN 6115-759-2768) and M55 Quad .50 cal mout parts can be a source for
the repair of either item. Recoinnd that this be brought to the attention
of MECaK and WECaK for further evaluation.

b. Reference item concerning "Lack of Replacement ANASS-3 Searan-
lights", page 12, paragraph lc(1)(b): concur. The AN/AS-3 is a DA
Distribution/Allocation Camitt.e controfled item, and has been allocated
for distribution to USARV in Septeber 1970. No action by USARPAC or
DA is recomended.,

FOR THE CWANER:

vkW. Stevens Jr. 7
Captain ACC

Cy furn: Auisk•en Adjutant General

II FFMRCEV
5th Bn, 26 Arty
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GPOP-DT (I May 70) 4th Ind (U)
SUUECT: Operational Report of HQ, 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery

for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ1 US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 17 JUL 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Ong, AOC

bAt AG

20
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4M TO INCLOC3URE 3
5TH BATTALION (AW)(SP) 2D ARrILLaiY

SUMMARY OF POSITIONS OCCUPIED
DURING TH6 PERIOD I FEBRUARY 1970 - 30 APRIL 1970

1. Laij.Khe XT 775376 43. FSB £laine YU 562C48
2. FSPB Thunder I XT 788456 44. Song Be (Camp Martin) YU 143072
3. FSPB Thunder II )T 785555 45. Xuan Loc YTr 47496
4. FSPB Thunder III XT 768655 46. LZ Ike XT 344713
5. FSPB Thunder IV XT 763893 47. Bearcat YS 160990
6. Phu Loi XT 8651 58 48. FSPB 1Iazel XT 442818
7. Duster Compound YT 128114 49. FSPB Beverly XT 335899
8. FSPB Jamie XT 48071 5 50. FSPB Ann KT 08'815
9. FSPB Burkett XT 552845 51. Ho ao Woo4s XT 604302

10. Cu Chi XT 650160 52. FSPB Wood XT 049801
11. FSPB Hull XT 263380 53. NDP XT 320530
12. FSPB Jarrett XT 418122 54. FSPB Attleboro XT 868368
13. FSPB Houston XT 436073 55. Rach Kien XS 740699
14. Tay Nli-h XT 165515 56. FSPB Bill XT 937844
15. FSPB Harry XT 341040 57. Phu Cuong Bridge XT 808137
16. FSPB Crook XIT 055595 58. Nha Be XS 920820
17. FSPB Rollins XT 296485 59. Tan An Bridge XS 549656
18. ?SPB White XT 235305 60. FSPB Elaine XT 559047
19. FSPB Phillip IT 301288 61. Nui Ba Ra YU 183068
20. FSPB Murray XT 09148 62. Ben Luc Bridge X-3 616759
21. FSPB Buell XT 212533 63. FSPB Gettysburg .C 35887A
22. ti... Tieng XT 494447 64. -Kien XT 507259
23. FSPB Hampton XT 417238 •65. FSPB Lee XT 191558
24. Camp Price YT 045116 66. Binh Phouc X5 610550
25. North Dakota YS 245779 67. FSPB Kitchen XT 527540
26. Tan An Air Field X3 545648 68. F3PB Hunter XT 371422
27. FSPB St. Barbara XT 279680 60. NDP YT 583554
28. FSB Colorado YS 315805 70. F3PB Hunard YT 27088C
29. FSB Linda YS 281935 71. 'FSPB Laurel IT 200345
30. Thu Thua City IS 543722 72. Ft. Defiance XT 5C2833
31. t.ui Dat YS 448678 73. Horseshoe Pend YS 497622
32. FSPB Concord YT 034174 74. Tan Tru X3 654623
33. FSB Michelle YT 285098 75. F3PB Pershing XT 517259
34. Quam Loi XT 816902 76. FnPB Renegade Woods XT 1943146
35. Phouc Vinh XT 972498 77. FSPB South Dakota YS 271665
36. I;3PB Grey YS 207933 78. FSPB Bragg XT 342580
37. LZ Buttons YU 138072 79. FSPB Rita YT 735252
38. FSPB •4 bby YT 444288 80. FaPB Dan YT 583584
39. NDP XT 49111f 81. Michelin 'foods XT 590530
40. Nhon Trach 73 112832 82. IiDP XT 080830
41. FSPB ihode Islane YS -40780 F3 PSPB Wood III XT 44234542. FSB Verna VT 273103 4 HQ, II FV YT C55133

23
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VKL TO INCLU•R3U 3

5TH BATTA.I31, :A':)(3P) 2D ARUTIILJtY
SMIARY OF PooITIoN3 OCCUF~rl.

DURIIhG THZ P*1RIOD I FEBRWARY 1970 - 30 APRIL 1970

85. 110i XT 630310 99. FP2F •11ss a\Q' 28 •737
8A. MI)P XT 250546 100. 03PB IllingsworLh ::r 039793
.q. hD)P XT 254(,08 101. FSPB Lou XT 19429?
838. tIDP X 265613 101. FPPB I-lurray 1I Xi OTiCP
"".., hDP 1T 1"177C8 103. 7-.'.R T'i 2,?Cu75
90. FJPB Carolyn XT 271783 104. F3PB -.&ate YT 631 0(6

9f. FSPB Christine XT 31C5A55 105. Vo Dat YT 71 &41
32. FSPB Cindy \"r 310820 1 06. .S! 9 Moose 6: 13•712

93. F L3F arah XT 277758 1C7. ?3 bird 'r 62.5,6
% . F`SPB Sharon XT 415836 1OS. IDP .i. 93 51c
95. !'3PB Hazard XT LY79840 109. F2.- Mopr. YT ng9iCl:
9%. Dong Xoai XT 080760 110. ifoui,* Voung YU 014330
7. PhuocLuu XT 3552Q3 111. F.SPB Jnuffy YU 330370

93. "'uc Hue :'e 322088 112. F.;PT jewi:ll "U 302..
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
IEADQUARTERS, STH BATTALION (AW)(SP) 2D ARTILLERY

APO San Francisco 96266

AVFB-FAC-CO 6 April 1970

SUBJECT: Employment of Automatic Weapons (AW) and Searchlights in Vietnam

Commanding General
11 FFORCEV Artillery
APO San Francisco 96266

I. General.

a. Lessons learned in combat operations throughout the III Corps Tacti-
cal Zone during the previous three and one-half years have provided a firm basis
for the effective employment of the twin 40-nm M42A1, the caliber .50 quadruple
machine gun M-55, and the 23-inch xenon jeep-mounted searchlight AN/MSSS-3.
Salient points and pertinent guidelines are summarized herein to assist com-
manders in the employment of automatic weapons and searchlights in combat opera-
tions.

b. The mission of the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery is to provide
automatic weapons and searchlight support to elements of II Field Force Viet-
nam. Automatic weapons are'employed in the ground support role. Although the
battalion currently has no air defense mission, such a mission',could bemissumed
on short notice.

c. Employment 'has been characterized by wide dispersion of tactical elements
in support of every major unit in the II FFORCEV TAOR. The battalion normally
occupies approximately 48 tactical positions on a continuous basis.

d. Inclosure 1 provides characteristics and capabilities to assist in
planning automatic weapons employment. Inclosure 2 shows the organizational
chart of the battalion.

2. Employment and Missions of Automatic Weapons

.a. When properly employed, automatic weapons have been extremely effective

against enemy ground forces. Mobility, quick reaction,. and a devastating volume
of accurate direct fire have been a genuine deterrent to enemy attack and highly
effective in destroying fixed enmy forces. However, when improperly employed,
automatic weapons have been rendered ineffedtive, provided little fire support,
and incurred a serious rate of maintenance deadlines. For example, extended
reconnaissance in forcq operations in heavy jungle tervain cause excessive wear
on hard to replace M42A1 engines, transmissions, and suspension parts. The age
and system peculiarity of the M42A1 and M-55 automatic weapons systems dictate
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close attention to proven employment considerations.

b. Missions effectively performed by automatic weapons.

(I) Perimeter security.

(a) Base Camps.

(b) Fire support patrol Vases (FSPB) and night defensive positions (NDP).

(2) Route/road security.

(a) Convoy escort (M-55 is particularly well-suited).

(b) Road outposting.

(c) Engineer security (construction and mine sweep operations).

(3) Ready reaction force/mobile reserve.

(4) Direct support of infantry.

(5) Blocking forces.

(6) Direct fire support.

(a' Preparatory and covering fires.

(b) Reconnaissance by fire.

(c) Interdiction fire.

(d) Flat trajectory, pin point fire at designated targets.

(7) Indirect fire support.

(a) Interdiction fire (area).

(b) On call (observed or "nobserved).

.' Missions ineffectively performed by automatic weapons.

(1) Reconnaissance in force in heavy jungle.

(2) Road runner operations where tracked vehicles are used to detonate

mines.

(3) Escort of tracked vehicles cross-country by M-55."
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(4) Extensive escort of convoys over hard surfaced roads by 14-42AI.

(5) Extensive screenirkg and reconnaissance.

d. 8pocial missions.

(1) Helilift (M-55 mount only)

(2) Riverine'

3. Searchli Lmissions.

a. Perimeter security (detection and identification using infrared and/or
visible light).

b. Harassment and interdiction with visible light.

c. Battlefield illumination (area and pinpoint).

d. Beacon guide for friendly patrols and aircraft.

4. Emnlovment Considerations between M-L42AI and M-55 Weapons Systems.

a. The M-55 mounted on its 5-ton truck prime mover is restricted to existing
road networks. Where mobility and cross-country movement is a consideration the
P-42A1 should be employed.

b. Where fields of fire and observation are ,limited (e.g., 100-200 meters),
the M-55 can provide a heavy volume of close-in penetrating fire. The caliber
.50 projectile has more penetrating ability than the point detonating 40-un
round, thus is generally preferred where fields of fire contain heavy brush and
vegetation.

c. Although both weapons are capable of indirect area fire, the M-42A1
is preferred because of its speed, accuracy, and increased range. Additional
accuracy of M-42AI indirect fire may be obtained by use of fire data from ccl-
located US artillery units, with their sophisticated fire direction centers.

d. In static locations where short range ftre power is' reouired and mobi-
lity is secondary, the 11-55 should be employed. Where access to a tactical
location by land means is limited, the M-55 can be effectively employed by air
lifting into position. Consideration must be given to lmediate extraction in
retrograde. An example of such a location is an'LZ located in dense jungle.

e. Ammunition for both weapons may ricochet up to maximum ranges. Point
detonating (PD) self-destruct (SD) ammunition for 40-um, though designed to self-
destruct at 3,500 meters, occasionally ricochets up to a maximm range of 9,500
meters. This fact :must be carefully considered prior to employment of Dusters
in areas of heavy troop concentrations.
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5. Maintenance.

a. In order to -aintain the highest possible level of combat rtddiness,
constantdetailed maintenance is imperative for automatic weapons and search-
lights. This is particularly true of the M-42Al's, most of which are at least
18 years old. As with any track laying vehicle, the M-42A1 requires a consider-
able amount of preventative maintenance. Ideally, four of the 16 Dusters assigned
to a Duster battery should be allowed to stand-down for maintenance at any given
time. At least two of the 24 assigned H-55's should also be allowed to stand-
down for maintenance. Of the 12 searchlights assigned to each of the three
searchlight platoons, one should be allowed to stand-down for maintenance.

b. Prepair parts for automatic weapons and searchlight equipment are avail-
able only in limited quantities. Direct support of system peculiar items is
accomplished on an area basis through non-divisional agencies. System common
items are maintained through supported unit direct support agencies, whether
divisional or nondivisional. A critical factor is the response and coopera-
tion of all agencies effecting timely repair of tactical equipment.

c. Inherent in automatic weapons readiness is vehicle and gun exercise.,
A4tomatic weapons should be fired at least weekly and vehicles should be exer-
cised at least 10 miles per week. However, excessive H & I firing should be
avoided since it wastes ammunition and causes unnecessary wear on the guns.

6. Logistical Support: Normally automatic weapons and searchlights are placed
under the operational control of the maneuver commnander. The maneuver commander
then assumes responsibility fbr the common logistical support of the force.
This includes all required items other than those items which are peculiar to
the M-42A1, the M-55, and the searchlight.

7. Selection and Occupation oi Position.

a. Each AW and searchlight position must be selected to Allow maximum fields
of fire and observation. Mutual support between two or more Dusters, Quads, or.
searchlights should be achieved wherever possible. Once the position is selected,
each of the following must be worked out in detail:

(1) Piimary and alternate means of communication to supported unit.

(2) Rules of engagement including:

(a) Authority to return fire. (Maximum possible freedom to fire is neces-
sary for effective employment).

(b) Location of friendly forces*, villages, listeningposts'and observatio'ý
posts on an up-to-the-minute basis.

(3) Detailed range cards with emphasis on range and direction to obstacles
and likely targets.
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(4) Fields of fire.

b. Fl.old fortifications are needed to obscure AW and searchlight silhonett*'-
and to pr'N,.t mounts and crews from, PPG and small arms fire. Infrntry secuadIty,
cleared enemy ar$fr of, cc o? and concealmcnt, and protective devices (claymore3,
trip £1ares, ber) must be used to k~up RPG and reco.1ess rifle gunners cut
of effective rango. lhe thin frontal armor and open turret of both the M4-2AI
and Uhe M-55 make them extremely vulnerable to rocket, grenade, and small ar-as
att',•k.

8. Ls3ons Learned.

a. Specific ewulqyment of automatic weapons and searchlights will vary eae-
perding on terrain'and r.nassion. Ho'.kver, a few lessons learned have proviced
firm guidelines in cel-tain situations.

b. Automatic weapons must always be employed in multiples of two. Two
a!.:, .' c.sid;'rtd to be the amailest fire unit capable of working as an

eL..•. "' -,. f'..-re to maintain basic mutual support, comnand integrity,
ari provide for vehicle recovery.

c. In ret•.niilar per5.meters, automatic weapons and searchlights are most
effective when O J~o ed at the corners of the perimeter.

d.. Se:rcbights empl.oyed in conjunction with automatic weapons in FSPB's
al WDP eraby enhance the defense posture. Searchlights can provide
accarate &dr.,ction for a:'tu-matic weapons by laying their azimuth indicators
p.ral.;cl. with the automatic weapons. Other night vision/detection devt ces used
jow;4 v .ith the antor.tic -,'-apons defense also enhance the effectiveness of tar-
gut e0k1age.I&ts.

e. When used with infantry elements, M-42A1 Is should always be protected
by infantry secrity elements and, due to their flat trajectory, should be em-
ployed to the flanks and/or high ground.

f. The 1-55 may be used to support infantry elements, but onl. in special
situiatons where secure overlooking ter-rain is avail-able for the"M-55 to oc'upy.
In thi:3 Listance the i--55 can bring effective fire power to bear on pin point
targets.

9. _soar--hiiA•tEplyent.

a. Sn:.rch].ghte are used primarily in the infrared mode for detection uith-
out disclosuro. of t:he '.osition. However, infrared detection is limited by t:-
raln and .,q.atte..- c,-ndit1on.4. Upon detectirng and determining. definite targetsi,
the sea rch.l4..ot m'ay be switqhed insta:.V to its visible light mode for target
iliuminati au! •o n egp.gement.
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b. Infrared reflections are encountered from even small obstacles in the

searchlightts line of vision. Therefore, clear fields of vision are necessary
for effective searchlight employment. In some positions, fields of vision are
enhanced by emplacing the searchlight above surrounding obstacles.

c. Visible light, may be reflected from clouds to enhance the vision of

friendly patrols an, friendly nearby positions utilizing 'starlight scopes.

d. The searchlight section (two lights) is the smallest element which should

be allowed to operate for extended periods away from the battery.

(1) When a single light is employed (except on a tower) it does not provide
6400 mile coverage, therefore it is recommended that light sections (two lights)
be employed as one element.

(2) Under normal operations a searchlight should be operated for a period
of 2h hours, it should then be shut down allowing the light blower system to

cool to below 130 0 F. This takes approximately 15 minutes. Then the vehicle

should be shut down for another 15 minutes to allow the engine to cool, giving

the operator an opportunity to check the vehicle and engine compartment. If

lights are employed in pairs, this shut down period can be staggered insuring
that one light is always operating.

(3) When determining location of the search!..g!t s5 consideratin.n Ehculd be

giwi'! ý integrating them1irh ctnar 23-it-chi xenon Mghts when avaiiLab"._.

10, PrinctS.tl,.sCoverilnj *t .. ,e Usp of V.'-'i.e Lij.ht For, Batt.lefield II1.w'ton.t_•'_

J. Battlefield illumination'lr, seiip3t cf friendiy forces will be provid(.d

wherever and whenever needed. io*. th4h- ia-bensity of iurumination required a•d

t Ci. peiod of tine require,.

b. 0nre" il'un'rati.on is prr'v.Led to svppcd.ed, tro'ps, it should be pc,;,ided

withoui: ite- " ,p~ion. i~.il tu. ned for ilTh:',tion is .tisfied.

C. Battlefield illwuinatiCnr w..U. be ptarned and coordL-.ated with the use

of infrared equipment ixr s-uch a way tn-at:

(1) No damage 1"j. b i caused to the infrared equipment by exposure to

direct intense visible light.

(2) Battlef'ield .1.31mi .'tion w_1. be avoided or reduced to an absolute mini-

mn vwhen infrared operations are being conducte-d.

(3) The mc'~t •u.•4le means - visible or infrared light - will be used

accordiAg to the situlat ion.

(4) A rapid change from infrared to visible or vice versa can be performed.
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d. Reflected illumination is available when the beam is directed against
low lying clouds (150 to 500 meters). The area beneath this point of reflection
receives a higher intensity of illumination than can be obtained from diffusion
alone. If the conditions exist for reflected illumination, it enhances the capa-
bilities of starlight scopes within the area.

e. With the addition of a pink filter the 23-inch jeep mounted searchlight
is provided with a more effective source of infrared light for detection of
enemy movement.

(I) Characteristics:

(a) The pink filter lens fits over the light source and allows an improved,
higher frequency infrared light to-be emitted.

'(b) The lens provides a greater intensity of infrared light to the area
than does the old infrared shield.. This is true at all ranges.

(c) The pink filter lens emits a red glow, however this glow is only visi-
ble for approximately 60 meters from the searchlight.

(2) Tactical deployment:

(a) The pink filter should be used in conjunction with the starlight scopes
of ambush patrols. The light should be directed to scan the ambush patrol's
field of fire. Thus, the infrared light plus the moonlight greatly increase
the effectiveness of the ambush patrol's starlight scopes, enabling them to
detect every movement much more effectively.

(b) When possible, supported units should make starlight scopes available
to searchlight crews. Starlight scopes used in conjunction with pink light pro-
vide magnification of elements on the battlefield and optimum available illumi-
nation.

11. Helilif.._•Operations

a. The M-55 (mount only) and the AN/HSS-3 searchlight (with k-ton vehicle)
can be moved by helicopter. The M-55 can be moved by Chinook (CH-47) or by Sky-
crane (CH-54) while the searchlight should be moved by Chinook internally.

b. The M-55 mount weighs 3000 lbs; cal. .50 amnunition weighs 4000 lbs per
10,000 rounds crew weight, including personal weapons and equipment, is approxi-
mately 1000 lbs. Total weight is approximately 8000 lbs.

c. The AN/MSS-3 searchlight with k-ton vehicle weighs 3000 lbs. Crew
weight, including personal weapons a4d equipment is approximately 500 lbs.
Total weight is 3,500 lbs."
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4 d. Certain items of special equipment are necessary to move the M-55 mouit
and aninunition. The fulJ.oering is a list of items needed for each mount:

(1) Four 16 foot slings.

(2) Two 20 foot slings.

(3) Four Tall clevis rings.

(4) One large clevis ring.

(5) One 10 inch "donut".

(6) One cargo bag.

='tE: Th.'s list does, not include items necessary to move bunker material.

12. Acdlitional Assistagce. For additional special employment techniques or
assistance, coaranders are encouraged to contact this headquarters by calling
928--5623.

2 Incl GIAa HUDWS
as L,~

Camianding

32

FOr O CIA USE ONLY



Autonat in WeonsDa

M-L2A1

1. Each fi.-irj hatt.ert io composed of two platoons, four sections per ple, oorn,
two M-42Alts per section. (Total: 16 ý1-42AIs)"

2. Each M-42A1Iis aimed witha dual 40-ram gun r.nd one M-60 manhine gun.

3. Rate of fire: Maximum 2J40 rds/min; sustained 100 rds/ndn.

4. Effective range: 3500 meters (point detonating self-destruct ammunition),
9,500 meters (point detonating non-self-destruct amunition). Air defense
tole, 1650 meters.

5. Ammunition

a. Type: 40-um . HE-T, or HET-T, SD, Mk 11, w/Fuze, FD, a M 27. 40-.n,
"HEI-T, non SD, MK ii w/Fuse, i', 'K 27.

b, Basic load: 480 rounds on carriage (480 more rounds may be towed).

6. Vehicle:

a. Full tracked, gasoline driven, air cooled engine.

b. 140 gal. fuel gives an operating range of from 35 to 100 miles, depend-
in'. cn terrain conditions.

c. Speed: Up t o 45 mph on improved roads, 25 mph in cross-country opers-
ticz-3.

7. Weight: 25 tons (airlift by C-124 or C-141).

9. Crew: five men.

1. Thret-.', battery is composed of six secticms, four squads per sectio, one
f- 55-per squad. (Total, 24 M-55's)

2. Xach M-55 has four caliber .50 machine guns o the moumt with one M-60

molmted on' the prime mover.

3 *. Rate of fire: Maxdm=n, 2000 rds/mn.; sustained 200 rds/adn.

4. Effective range: Poin+ targete, 1830 meters; area target•s, 6750 Meters.
Air defense role, 725 meters.

5. Amumnition-

Inclosure I

33



a. Type: .50 Cal.

b. Basi.c load: 10,000 rounds ,n the prime mover, 10,000 towea.

6. Prime mover: Five-ton truck w/armor kit.

7. Weight.

a. Mcvat only: 3,200 lbs.

b. Mount, batsic load, crew: 8,000 lbs. (Carried by one CH-47.)

c. M-53 coopleLe (5-tort trick w/a:mr kit; mount, basic load, crew w/ecunp-
aort-.): 30,350 ]bs. (Carr.ied internally by C-124... C-130, C-141.)

8. C:: Five men.

A /SS -3

1 s c~i .earchlight battery consists of three platoons with 12 lights per pla-
toon. (Total: 36 s,3archli ts.)

2. Ma•j.ru%. -,-engo:

a. WhAte 'i-ht : 8,00d meters*

b. Ir2:.':.r~or: e0e meters*

3. Ve-i -c: :-tu truc: w/100 amp alternator.

4. Weig'-.: 1 .5 tons co:.plete (carried by CH-47).

5. Cr.•:: Two men.

rc range cf searchl!.ght3, in either mode of operation, is dependent
oW atarheriLc -CrS'..tiofns as well as terrain features. )Jhen conasiderini ea-loT-
mzn: of ae:•:%rig'ats, effective range =at be determined on an individual aay-
sis of the particular area of operauion and prevailing weather.
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